
Allusion vs. Illusion 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
introduction 



Allusion:  

An indirect  
reference; a casual  
mention. 
“They were like  
Romeo and Juliet.” 





Illusion: 
Something that  
looks or seems  
different from what  
it is. 
“The magician made  
the illusion of cutting  
someone in half.” 
 
 
 
 



Allusion 
Allusion is a reference  
to something most  
people are familiar  
with. They require 
background  
knowledge. 



Illusion 
An Illusion is a  
trick. Magicians 
trick us and our  
eyes trick us  
when we look at  
an optical illusion. 





ALLUSION to Harry Potter 

Illusion of multiple images 



Allusion or Illusion? 



Always know your audience 
Depending on who 
your audience is, 
certain allusions will 
not make sense since 
they require the 
audience to be familiar 
with the text that is 
being referred to. 


